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"The Startling Words of Jesus" 

Mark 2:1-12 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Emmett, Idaho 

20 February Anno Domini 2000 

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Dear members of the Family of Our Redeemer,  

With compassion and authority, the Lord Jesus reaches out His healing hand to a leper and the man 

is cleansed. Though instructed to tell no one, the man went out and began to tell everyone what Jesus 

had done. Soon, the Incarnate Son of God could not walk about freely. He went out into the deserted 

places and even there, people came to Him from every quarter. 

This is where we pick up with the Gospel Reading for this day. Please listen to the first portion of 

that text under the theme ... 

... The Surprising Words of Jesus 

And when Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that He was at home. And 

many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room for them, not even about the door; 

and He was preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic carried by four 

men. And when they could not get near Him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above Him; 

and when they had made an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic lay. 

Thus far the Word of the Lord our God. 

1. The Surprising Word to the Paralytic 

The first word that gets our attention and surprises us is what Jesus says to the paralytic. Now it 

seems quite obvious from the Scriptures that the reason why this man was being brought to Jesus 

was that they had heard what the great Healer had done for others who had come to Him or who had 

been brought to Him. There was an earnest desire by the paralytic to be healed by Jesus, but a 

paralytic's desire doesn't move his pallet a single inch. However, the man does have four friends and 

they are determined to get their paralyzed friend to Jesus. They believe in the Lord and want their 

friend to be physically healed. 

But they come up against physical barriers -- ones which prevent them from getting their friend 

anywhere near the Lord. Jesus is in a house and not out in the open. The crowds of people are 

blocking the door. Only one way exists and they set about it. The men bear their friend up to the 

roof, remove enough roofing tiles to make a large hole and then lower the paralyzed man on his 

pallet right down to where Jesus was. And when Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "My 

son, your sins are forgiven." 
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If these words of Jesus didn't surprise the paralytic and his four friends, it does tend to make us stop 

and think. Did we miss something here? He came to be restored physically and Jesus told him his 

sins were forgiven. No one says anything else. The four friends are there and wait. The absolved 

paralytic can not move from his bed. The last words echo, "My son, your sins are forgiven." 

2. The Words of Jesus Surprise the Scribes 

Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, "Why does this man speak 

thus? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?" These unbelievers do not speak their 

words aloud but rather keep them brooding in their hearts. While it is true that only God can forgive 

sins, they are not able to understand that God is standing right there in front of them. Jesus is God 

and He has the authority and the power and the right to forgive sins. In addition, since He is the Lord 

God Almighty, He knows every thought that passes through the mind of man and immediately Jesus, 

perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, "Why do you 

question thus in your hearts?" 

These words, Why do you question thus in your hearts?, must have surprised the scribes. He knew 

what they were thinking. Cowards that they are, they say nothing. Jesus continues, Which is easier, 

to say to the paralytic, `Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, `Rise, take up your pallet and walk'? In 

effect, Jesus is saying, "You doubters and unbelievers, take a look at the paralytic before you. Which 

phrases, which words, which chain of syllables is easier to formulate with your mouths when you 

speak to this paralyzed man, Your sins are forgiven or rise, take up your pallet and walk? But I do 

not speak to you about mere words that have no force or power or authority behind them. I speak to 

you of what I am truly and actually able to accomplish because before Abraham was, I am. I have 

the authority to forgive sins. When I declare it, it is true and valid and effective. Truly I say to you, 

this paralytic's sins are forgiven. I have announced it. But you scribes -- you legalists -- you men of 

the law do not accept this. You think that I speak words without power ... that I am guilty of 

blasphemy. You have no eyes of faith and will only believe what your eyes will see. Forgiveness of 

sins applied to the paralytic is not something you are able to see take place. But that you may know 

that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins." 

3. The Words of Jesus that Surprise Everyone 

Jesus then turned and said to the paralytic -- "I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go home." 

You, the one to whom the blessed words of the Scripture hold true, I, even I, am He Who blots out 

your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins, ... I say to you, rise, take up 

your pallet and go home. 

All ears heard Jesus' words. All eyes were on the man on the pallet. What was there left for him to 

do? He had been forgiven of his sins. He had heard the Word of His Lord to rise, take up his pallet 

and go home. So, he rose, and immediately took up the pallet and went out before them all; so that 

they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything like this!" 

They reacted to what their eyes saw ... a paralytic man is told that he is healed and told to get up and 

walk out. He does it and everyone is amazed and they glorified God. However Jesus did not heal this 

man so that the end result would be that the people were wowed by the performance of the man 

walking home. Remember what Jesus said? But that you may know that the Son of Man has 

authority on earth to forgive sins. 
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Jesus forgives sins and such an absolution is as certain as that man taking up his pallet and walking 

home that day. Jesus forgives sins because He is the Sin-Bearer. He bore them as He lived His life 

on this earth and fulfilled the Law in our place. He bore them as His Blood poured forth on the cross 

atoning for the sins of the world and not the world's only, but for the paralytic and for you. The 

Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world was buried with them. That is where they stayed 

and He Who had been draped with oppressive pall of collective sin, rose without them on the third 

day. Certainly and without question, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of Man has the authority to 

forgive sin on the earth is a gracious truth of the Scripture and a blessed doctrine of the Church. 

4. The Surprising Words of Jesus Continue. 

Our Lord Jesus, Who has died that all might hear the forgiveness of their sins announced to them 

personally and individually, makes a proclamation to His Church ... All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Jesus 

has given to His Church the authority to proclaim the forgiveness of sins. 

If you doubt that the Church has the authority to forgive sins, then you are no better than the scribes 

who murmured in their hearts and are being offered the gift of repentance. Please know that if you 

are sorry for this great sin against God's Word and if you look to Christ for forgiveness, then the 

message for you is the same as what the paralytic first heard from the mouth of Jesus, My Son, your 

sins are forgiven. My daughter, your sins are forgiven. 

Our Lord Jesus, Who has atoned for the sins of the world, wants that message to be preached by His 

faithful undershepherds, and on Easter evening He says to them, Peace be with you. As the Father 

has sent Me, even so, I send you, and then He breaths on them and institutes the Office of the 

Ministry of the Word, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained. Jesus has given to His pastors the authority to 

announce the forgiveness of sins. 

If you doubt that pastors have the authority to forgive sins in the Divine Services and in private 

confession and absolution, then you have set aside the Word of Christ as well as the Call that He has 

given to the pastor through the congregation. If you are guilty of this great sin and seek to confess it 

privately to your pastor, then you are encouraged to do so. Following such a sincere, repentant 

confession you will receive absolution or forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, and in 

no wise doubt, but firmly believe, that by it your sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

Our Lord Jesus, Who has provided an accomplished salvation for everyone, wants that Word of 

forgiveness to be spoken by each one of His own, and has given the privilege and responsibility to 

be said. He taught to pray in the greatest prayer of all, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us ... and forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to 

us. Jesus has given to each of His people, as members of the priesthood of all believers, the authority 

to announce the forgiveness of sins. 

You children, you can go to your mom or dad and tell them of any of your sins that you have done 

and you may ask them to tell you of God's forgiveness for you. You parents, you can go to your 

children and ask for forgiveness for any sins that you have committed. Then ask them to forgive you 
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in the Name of Jesus. As a part of communion preparation, speak with your husband or wife or mom 

or dad or son or daughter, saying something like, "I intend to go to the Lord's Supper today. I am 

certain that I have sinned with respect to being your husband. Please forgive me." To which the other 

should say, "I forgive you in the Name of Jesus, or, I forgive you in the Name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 

The Gospel Reading for today tells us of a time when Jesus spoke some surprising words to a 

paralytic ... My son, your sins are forgiven, and I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go home. 

Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Man, has given the authority to forgive sins to His Church, His 

pastors and His people. He did not, however, give the authority to make paralytics walk or the blind 

see. He does this where and when He wills. His promise is that He will heal all infirmities on the last 

day when He returns at the great Resurrection and says, Arise and follow Me! 

Until that day, the faithful gather to hear the Word of the Lord applied to their hearts and souls. 

What are these words? Well, by now they shouldn't be too surprising to you. Dearly beloved, hear 

the Words of Jesus ...  

... Your sins are forgiven. 


